
 

                                                                
 

 

 

Woolman Replacement Construction Project 
Mott Area Expansion Construction Project 

 
Frequently Asked Questions 
 
Q. When will you go to the township for approval? 
A.  Lenhardt Rodgers and the Board Property Committee continue to work 
through conceptual and schematic plans.  A sketch plan has been provided to 
Pennsbury Township and we met with the Planning Commission for an informal 
discussion.  Formal land development plan submission is planned to occur over 
the winter. 
 
Q.  When will we be able to see architectural renderings of the buildings? 
A.  The committee is still in the conceptual stages, and future drafts of 
architectural renderings, including building elevations, will be shared with the 
community as they are created and approved. 
 
Q.  When can we provide feedback on these projects? 
A.  We continue to meet with residents who live near these areas for feedback 
specific to their concerns along with hosting community-wide meetings so that 
we can have an open discussion with all residents.  Increased written 
communications (such as an FAQ) will provide transparency and updates.  Feel 
free to submit questions to Seth Beaver, and we'll adequately vet all questions 
and add them to this document. 
 
Q.  Is there a conflict between adding parking and the preservation of open 
space? 
A.  Yes. We are planning for underground parking in the Woolman area.  While 
this has added cost, we realize the benefit of preserved open space and less 
stormwater management. 
 
Q.  What is the plan for the Mott House?  Can the new homes be placed in 
that footprint? 
A.  We looked at various options for additional cottages in this area.  Some 
designs included an apartment building in the Mott House’s place but we 
decided not to pursue the idea because of a high density there. While there are 
pros and cons for keeping or removing the Mott House, originally, the plan was 
to keep it as there was a contingent of residents who wanted to see it remain.  
In addition, it houses our Transportation Department and vehicles along with a 
meeting space that is underutilized.  Based on continued resident feedback, we 



are entertaining this idea again and looking at what possibilities there are to 
spread out the cottages and solve other issues at the same time.  No official 
decision has been made at this time. 
 
Q. You mention three seasons room, yet most of us would prefer four 
seasons. Have you thought of making these new homes with four seasons 
rooms? 
A.  We heard this in the survey results, and thank you for mentioning it. Our 
existing homes don't allow for the conversion due to the original construction 
(they are a slab patio with some heating abilities). To be consistent with our 
homes across the campus, the new homes will have a three-season room 
equipped to be made into a four-season room in the future should this be a 
global change for all homes on all our campuses. 
 
Q.  When will groundbreaking commence? 
A.  Although much planning and land development needs to be approved, 
construction is currently estimated to start mid-summer of 2021. 
 
Q.  Will you use geothermal engineering in the new homes? 
A.  Although our sustainability value will be prominent throughout each 
planning phase, we will not use geothermal.  The new homes will be high-
performance buildings with low energy and water use in their operation. Good 
insulation, efficient air sealing to prevent drafts, and ventilation systems with 
energy recovery will all contribute to sustainability efforts.  We can get a high 
overall efficiency with an air source heat pump without the need to disturb the 
land to drill wells.  We are also looking at solar panels with the goal of net-zero 
use so that we use very little energy. These are different applications than 
geothermal but they have similar benefits. 
 
Q.  Will the new apartment building be fire safe? 
A.  Every three years, the fire codes change.  Our building will be equipped with 
the latest code regulations.  We will have firewalls between apartments, from 
the apartment to the corridor, and between floors there will be concrete 
decking.  The stairs will be enclosed in concrete. The building will be fully 
sprinkled, and each home will have a patio or balcony so that residents may 
exit there as well, if necessary. 
 
Q.  Will the underground parking be ventilated? 
A.  Yes, air will move out of the garage with a system that not only extracts the 
air but so that it doesn't loft to the balcony or patios of the homes within that 
building or nearby residences. 
 
Q.  Can you explain the relocated Nature Plant Preserve? 
A.  Currently, the reserve is in a wooded area near the Mott House.  Casey Groff, 
Grounds Supervisor, along with residents and our landscape architects, have 
determined that the best place to relocate it would be behind the Garrett and 
Evans apartment buildings and the cottages in that area.  This new preserve will 



be larger, provide greater diversity of plants and terrain, and allow for easy 
access.  It is also more centrally located on campus. There is an access road 
there now, and we'll enhance that road, which will help the residents who live in 
this area for emergency vehicles, if ever necessary. Our value to preserve and 
protect with a balance of what is best for our community and nature continues 
to guide our decisions.  We will meet with the residents in the new preserve 
area and answer specific questions related to deer fencing, views, the access 
road, and how the land slope provides natural solutions. 
 
Q.  Parking is a concern during construction.  Can you explain how you will 
address it? 
A.  You are correct.  Parking is a challenge.  Once we determine the phases of 
construction, we'll share in detail how we will coordinate it. But conceptually, 
we will construct the carports and parking areas first.  Our contractor will 
ensure the least amount of disruption during construction. Subcontractors will 
be asked to park remotely and shuttle in to the work sites. 
 
Q.  Can these homes be one day converted to smaller homes, should the 
market demand it? 
A.  That is a good thought.  The Long Term Campus Revitalization will help 
provide a global perspective on the market for the next 15-20 years.  The 
Woolman and Mott Area new homes will help alleviate new residents' desire to 
live on our campus now. 
 
Q.  Will there be a meter for the car charging stations? 
A.  We have not developed a car charging policy yet for our campus as we start 
to see electric vehicles arrive.  Costs for charging these vehicles will need to be 
evaluated and an extra charge may be necessary.  In regard to submetering, we 
will be able to meter the new buildings in order to measure our energy 
efficiency efforts.  
 
Q.  You mention the retaining wall in the Mott area construction. Isn't that 
more concrete? 
A.  There are retaining walls throughout our campuses now, and they serve a 
multitude of purposes.  This wall is necessary given the terrain's slope and 
provides a flat area for the backyards.  It also helps preserve the wooded areas 
and vegetation as much as possible. 


