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TO: All Residents, Families of Health Center Residents, Staff Members, Board Members, and 

Families of Early Learning Center at Kendal~Crosslands Communities 
 

FROM:    Lisa Marsilio, Chief Executive Officer 

 

DATE:    May 29, 2020 

 

SUBJECT: Congregate Care Program Universal Testing Pilot Program Test Results 

 
Testing was completed this week as part of the COVID-19 Congregate Care Program Universal Testing 

Pilot Program initiated by the PA Department of Health (PADOH).  National Guard medics conducted the 

Point Prevalence Survey (PPS) testing of our residents who live in our skilled nursing residencies 

(Firbank and Westmorland) and staff members regularly assigned to these areas. Results were quick to 

return from the state lab and below is the summary: 

 
 Crosslands Kendal at Longwood Total 

Number of Residents Tested 42 35 77 

Number of Resident Positive Cases 0 0 0 

Number of Staff Members Tested 90 89 179 

Number of Staff Members Positive Cases 1 1 2 

 
The asymptomatic staff members who tested positive for COVID-19 are self-quarantined in their home 

and along with their physician, they are focusing on their health.  Through contact tracing methods, we 

have notified any individuals who may have been in contact with the staff members and are working with 

those individuals with proper monitoring of symptoms. 

 

With no health center residents positive and very few staff members positive, these results are good.  We 

shared them with Dr. Lawrence, and he said …‘compared to what I see in other communities, this is 

remarkable and a true testament to the staff’s incredible observance to their infectious disease control 

practices’. 

 
PPS Testing for Personal Care 

Universal PPS testing was also conducted this week by the Health Services Team for all staff members 

and residents in our Personal Care residencies (both Audland and Cumberland). Those results are not back 

from a private lab; however, we expect them soon.  When we receive those results, we will notify you. 
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Next Steps 

The PADOH states that universal test-based strategies for preventing transmission of the COVID-19 virus 

is one strategy to help further mitigate spread of the COVID-19 virus and can be helpful to discover 

asymptomatic individuals.  However, our continued infectious disease protocols (such as wearing masks, 

keeping social distance of 6 ft. or more, effective hand washing, and continue to proceed as if anyone 

might spread the virus) is the most effective and now proven since the number of positive cases we’ve 

experienced to date remains low. As plans for additional testing become evident, we will communicate 

further. 

 

Our health services leadership team and staff members worked very hard this week getting the testing 

logistics organized so quickly and I thank them for their unwavering dedication to providing a safe 

environment.  We must continue to be responsible for ourselves but also each other in community and 

everyone, together has done an amazing job in keeping vigilant during this pandemic. Be safe. 

 

In health, 

 

 
 

Lisa M. Marsilio 

Chief Executive Officer 

Kendal~Crosslands Communities 

 

CC:  Donna Taylor, Chief Health Services Officer 

        Dr. Thomas E. Lawrence, MD, Medical Director 

        Audrey Super, Director Human Resources 

        Richard Wortmann, Board Clerk 

 


